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District Mission 

We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as knowledgeable, skillful, 
and confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a changing world. 

Core Beliefs 
We believe that: 

 All people have inherent worth. 

 Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 

 The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 

 Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 

 All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 

 Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 

 Being trustworthy builds trust. 

 Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 

 A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to flourish 
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Philosophy 

 The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  Believing that our students deserve the best 
education, our curriculum is aligned to the most current New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and current statewide assessments.  Our scope 
and sequence is vertically and horizontally aligned.  The progression of objectives embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both independently 
and at the university level, and acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning experiences and strategies for performance are 
differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in tradition and spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion balancing authentic experience and content, which 
language arts literacy skills are integrated with other content areas.  Our curriculum contains common expectations that are rigorous and student centered, 
and teachers, who are most proximal to the children, will use this document as an instrument to ensure student success. 

 To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum document, our staff will continuously collaborate on this 
living document.  We will develop purposeful and effective formative and summative assessments which measure growth of our curriculum and inform 
our instruction.  Finally, we will continuously seek to grow professionally through professional development, which is aligned to statewide regulations, but 
specifically geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 

 Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing current research-based methods and techniques that focus on 
student achievement 

 Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our teachers will have flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the 
needs of all learners 

 Units and lessons will be differentiated  

 Curriculum is be student focused on success and balances developmental theory and psychometric standards 

 Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student and curricular growth.  Assessment will be 
multidimensional and developed according to student need. 
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Pacing Guide (Scope & Sequence – M43, M44) 
 

Dates Unit Reading Focus Writing Focus Overview 

 September 9 – 

September 27 

  
  

Launching 

Unit #1 

 

 
 

Launching 

Reading/ 

Accountable Talk 

  

Don’t You Dare 

Read this Mrs. 

Dunphrey 

Launching 

Writing 

  

Journal Entries 

Writing about 

Reading 

Personal 

Narrative 

In this unit, incoming 8
th

 graders will become 

familiar with the daily routines of Reading and 

Writing Workshop.  Our goal is to foster a 

community of independent readers, thinkers, writers 

and speakers.  Students will set independent goals 

and reflect on them. Readers will come away with 

the understanding that good readers actively read 

text and good writers follow a process to improve 

their work. 

 September 30 

– November 15 

 Unit 2 – 

Literature and 

Narrative 

 

The May’s 

Runner by 

James Dashner 

 Fiction – Real 

and Imagined 

Narrative 

  

House on Mango 

Street 

A study of 

Narrative 

Technique: A 

series of 

personal 

vignettes 
  

Final Product – 

Realistic Fiction 

story using 

series of 

vignettes for 

guidance 
  

In this unit, students look introspectively into the 

person physically and beyond as they explore 

readings about their environment, physical features 

and people they love. 
  

As they read a collection of short stories and the 

class novel, students will elicit literary elements and 

magnify writer’s style while recording their 

observations, revelations and connections. This 

record of responses to literature will guide them to 

critically look at their own homes, physical 

appearance and family members through a series of 

vignettes. 

  

To culminate this unit, students will use their 

vignettes to create a realistic fiction story. 
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 November 18 

- December 19 
  

Unit 3 – 

Informational 

Reading and 

Explanatory 

Writing 
  

Reading Narrative 

Nonfiction – 

Biography 

  

(County library 

trip) 

  

Nelson Mandela 

Explanatory 

Essay and 

Power Point 

Presentation/ 

Prezi (Timeline 

included) 

 

Wax Museum 

This unit will expose students to biographies of 

famous people who have made positive 

contributions to our world. 

The students will study the lives of various people 

and compare the author’s view of each across a 

variety of texts. Students will then use the 

information gained from at least three sources to 

write an essay explaining why their chosen person is 

considered to be an influential person. 

To synthesize this unit, students will create a Power 

Point or Prezi to highlight the important events in 

their person’s life. Timeline is to be included. 

January 2 – 

February 7  
  

Unit 4 – 

Literature and 

Narrative 

  
  

Understanding 

Theme and 

Symbolism in 

Complex Texts / 

Book Clubs 

  

Steinbeck- Of 

Mice and Men 

  

Excerpt The Pearl 

  

“Travels with 

Charlie” 
  

Personal and 

Literary  Essays 

exploring theme 

and symbolism 

  
  

In this unit students will explore various works 

written by one author and focus understanding on 

the similarities and differences in the structure and 

theme of each. Their attention will also be focused 

on discovering symbols employed by authors and 

meanings of each. 

Students will be introduced to book clubs and 

explore different works of the same author. In 

studying the style of chosen author, students will 

find a common message and/or thread that the 

author tries to get across to the reader.  

Additionally, students will write literary essays that 

explore the theme and symbolism studied in 

independent read alouds. They will apply writing to 

their book club readings as well. 

In this unit, students will write a personal essay 

(written in third person point of view) about a 

recurring theme in their own life.  
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February 10 – 

March 21 
  

Unit 5 – 

Informational 

Reading and 

Explanatory 

and Argument 

Writing 
  

Holocaust 

Readings – 

Nonfiction focus 

and literary books 

clubs 

(County library 

trip) 

Teachers will use 

a NF text as a 

class set and 

students will read 

memoir and 

historical fiction 

clubs 

Holocaust Unit 

– 
Power Point 

Presentation, 

R.A.F.T., and 

Research-Based 

Argument 

Essay 
  

In this unit students will explore how differences 

among people in a community may result in 

genocide. Through varied nonfiction readings, they 

will study the victims, perpetrators and bystanders 

and gain an understanding of the contributing 

factors.  They will make meaningful connections to 

their own real world observations and the role they 

play in effecting justice and equality for all people. 
  

Students will read nonfiction literature and use book 

club reflections as a springboard for writing 

persuasively for different audiences. They will 

research actions, events, people associated with the 

Holocaust and their response to each. 

March 22 - 

April 25 
  

Immersion: 

Poetry, 

Mythology and 

Folk Lore 
  

Reading for 

Stamina and the 

NJASK 

Writing for 

Stamina and the 

NJASK 

The purpose of this unit is to familiarize students 

with the genres of mythology, poetry, and folklore. 

Students will view clips of each, participate in 

shared readings, and practice reading independently. 

Students will be reading choice books to prepare for 

the NJASK. The students should be reading for an 

extended period of time every day. They will work 

on uncovering their book using various strategies 

and holding conversations with book partners. The 

goal is for students to build reading stamina. 

Students will be responding to various prompts 

(persuasive, open-ended, responding to 

situations/quotes). The goal is for students to keep 

pen on paper for a length of time and fully develop 

their ideas. 
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April 28, 29, 

30 and May 1 

NJASK NJASK NJASK   

  
May 5 – June 

13 
  

  
Unit 6 – 

Reading 

Literature and 

Informational 

Texts/ Writing 

Argument and 

Narrative 
  

  
Civil Rights Unit 

  

Mildred Taylor – 

Author Study 

Book Clubs 
  

  
Persuasive 

Speeches – 

students will 

write from the 

perspective of a 

historical figure 

  

Mock Trial 

  

Re-enactment 

of a landmark 

case pertaining 

to American 

Civil Rights in 

history. 

In this unit students will work to become active, 

informed citizens who value diversity and promote 

cultural understanding of the challenges that are 

inherent in the interconnected world. 
  

Students will use informational texts to  analyze 

effective policies and cases, and then use knowledge 

gained to write a persuasive speech from the 

perspective of a historical figure of the time period. 

  

Students will also participate in a simulated mock 

trial from one of the era’s major Civil Rights court 

cases using a prepared written script. 
  

  
June 16 - 20 

  
Reflection 
  

  
Reflection 

  
Reflection and 

Revision 
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Content Guide 

Unit 1: Launching Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop 
September 9th - 27th 

Grade 8 
Sept. 9-27th 

Rationale 
 

In the beginning of the year, incoming eighth graders will become familiar with the daily routines of Reading and Writing Workshop.  Our 

goal is to foster a community of independent readers, thinkers, writers and speakers.  Students will set independent goals and reflect on them. 

Readers will come away with the understanding that good readers actively read text and good writers follow a process to improve their work. 

 

After students are acquainted with the process of the Reading and Writing workshop, the unit’s next purpose is to show students how 

independent readings of published, well-known authors can serve as models for their own writing. In this unit students will be reading a 

variety of published memoirs and short stories reflective of small moments in a character’s life. They will dissect the events chosen by 

authors and be able to explain how each person’s life is unique; they will come to the understanding that everyone has a story to tell. Students 

will look at how authors use literary techniques such as reflection, vivid imagery, character changes, and the senses to tell their stories in a 

way that captures their audience. 

 

After analyzing these moments, the readers will then assess their own lives. Students will strive to look for moments that have shaped their 

character development. Finally, students will use the knowledge that they have gained through close reading of memoirs/short stories to 

construct their own personal narrative. 

Common Core Standards 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.3 Analyze how and why individuals, events and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.3 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze 

how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.               

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-

structured event sequences. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3b Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3c Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/c/
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3d Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and 

events. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3e Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 

topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1a Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 

evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1b Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1c Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring the 

discussion back on topic as needed. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1d Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the 

evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.              

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Resources 
“Mrs. Olinski” by E.L. Konigsburg 

Don’t You Dare Read This, Mrs. Dunphrey by Margaret Peterson Haddix 

“From the 104th Floor” by Lida Rodas 

“Raymond’s Run” by Toni Cade Bombara 

“Everything will be Okay” by James Howe 

Technology 
Smartboard 

Document Camera 

Google Apps 

Laptops 

Vocabulary 
stop and jot 

turn and talk 

character traits 

specific character traits 

Essential Questions 
What is my role during reading workshop? 

 

 

 

Enduring Understandings 

Students will understand that they are required to be active listeners and 

learners during their workshop time. As active listeners, the students will  

watch and evaluate the strategies that the teacher demonstrates in order to 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/2/
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How do readers build a reading life? 

 

 

 

 

 

How do readers make sense of the text? 

 

 

 

 

Why do writers record the stories of their lives? 

 

 

How do authors engage readers? 

 

 

How do writers use reflection to make sense of prior experiences? 

then use the strategies in their own independent reading books. In 

independent reading time, students will use a class novel and practice the 

skills that the teacher has demonstrated. 

Readers will  build a reading life by reading consistently for the allotted 

time  each day. They will practice reading silently, reading for meaning 

and a purpose. In groups, they will practice retelling important events in 

novel and noting character changes. Fluent readers are able to read orally 

and silently with speed, accuracy, and proper phrasing and expression, 

with attention to text features (punctuation, italics, etc.). 

Developing breadth of vocabulary dramatically improves reading 

comprehension and involves applying knowledge of word meanings and 

word relationships. The larger the reader’s vocabulary, the easier it is to 

make sense of text. 

Writers record the stories of their lives in order to practice writing about 

what they know best: themselves. Writers practice playing with specific 

language to best convey their experiences to their readers.  

Authors engage readers by providing a  unique and appealing story. They 

use language and a plotline that allow the reader to relive the author’s 

special moment. 

Writers use reflection as a think aloud. They are  able to analyze and 

evaluate their prior experiences 

Skills 
Engage in collaborative book talk 

Use active comprehension strategies to derive meaning while 

reading and to check for understanding after reading. 

Read to improve fluency, expression, accuracy, and confidence. 

Develop a purpose for sharing an experience. 

Understand what to share in appropriate settings. 

Use specific writing techniques to best convey the richness of the 

experience. 

Strategies 
Stop and Jot 

Turn and Talk 

Using prompts to elaborate ideas 

Stop and Retell 

Brainstorming 

Expand thoughts to develop richer ideas, making use of sensory 

language, figurative language, detailed writing, inner voice and thoughts, 

sentence variety 
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Learning Experiences 
Students will engage in book talk daily 

Students will keep track of their reading using a reading log 

Students will continuously reflect on their reading goals 

Students will keep a current reading notebook 

Students will use “stop and jot” and “turn and talk” strategies 

Students will use writing process to complete expected product: brainstorming, prewriting, draft, editing, revising, final copy 

Instructional Outcomes 
Personal narrative 

Reading log 

Reading notes and reflections 

Assessment 
Reading survey 

Fountas and Pinnell 

On Demand Narrative 

Conferences 

Differentiation 
Leveled reading 

Graphic organizers 

Sentence starters to support struggling readers in whole group discussions and stop and jots 

Skill groups with modifications through pair sharing 

Individualized pacing 

Modified tests/worksheets    

Break down procedural steps/directions for students 

Small group instruction for specific skills 
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Unit 2: Literature and Narrative 
Aligned with NJDOE Model Curriculum Unit 1 

Grade 8 
 

Rationale 

In this unit, students look introspectively into the person physically and beyond as they explore readings about their environment, physical 

features and people they love. 

As students read a collection of short stories and the independent novel, they will elicit literary elements and magnify writer’s style while 

recording their observations, revelations and connections. They will also build empathy with characters in order to transfer these feelings to 

their own personal writings. This record of responses to literature will guide them to critically look at their own homes, physical appearance 

and family members through a series of vignettes. 

To culminate this unit, students will use their vignettes to create a realistic fiction story. 

Common Core Standards 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.R.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.R.8.3 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze 

how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.R.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 

of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.              

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-

structured event sequences. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3a Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; 
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.                  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3b Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3c Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3d Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and 

events. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3e Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 

topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1a Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 

evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/a/


Freehold Borough School District 
English Language Arts – Grade 8     

       14 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1b Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1c Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring the 

discussion back on topic as needed. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1d Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the 

evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.               

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Resources 
“House on Mango Street” by Sandra Cisneros 

Broken Paradise by Cecilia Samartin 

“The Day it Rained Cockroaches” from Pigman and Me by Paul Zindel 

“The Old Grandfather and His Little Grandson” by Leo Tolstoy 

“Grandma” by Amy Ling 

“Old Man” by Ricardo Sanchez 

Technology 
Smartboard 

Document Camera 

Google Apps 

Laptops 

Vocabulary 
“Just right” books 

textual evidence 

citation 

genre 

sensory details 

concise 

Essential Questions 

How do readers determine a “just right” book? 

How do readers build reading stamina? 

How will choosing textual evidence to cite  lend effective 

credibility to my analysis of the text? 

Enduring Understandings 

Students choose a “just right” book on their independent reading level 

and use it to practice the skills that the teacher has demonstrated. 

Readers build reading stamina by reading consistently for the allotted 

time each day. They will practice reading silently, reading for meaning 

and a purpose. 

References from texts provide evidence to support conclusions drawn 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/2/
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How do characters, setting, and plot  contribute to theme 

development? 

How will reading all types of genres of literature make me a more 

well-rounded and proficient reader? 

How do readers develop a concise summary? 

How do incidents and dialogue propel the action and/or provoke a 

decision? 

How does the author use the protagonist and antagonist to 

advance the plot? 

How do sensory details and figurative language convey meaning? 

How can the writer effectively use the writing process? 

How can the writer effectively engage the reader in their story? 

How do authors use their characters to create an emotional 

response in the reader? 

What benefits to a writer can recording one’s own story have? 

How do writers use reflection to make sense of their prior 

experiences? 

How can writers give meaning to their experiences? 

How can writers improve their writing products? 

about the message, the information presented, or the author’s perspective.   

Readers understand characters, setting and plot are woven together to 

express the life meaning and lesson of the author. 

Reading a variety of genres builds an understanding of different texts, 

self, and cultures. Readers build an understanding of the extent (e.g., 

philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) of the human experience. 

Readers convey the most important details in a passage to concisely 

summarize text. 

Incidents and dialogue reveal character relationships and increase tension 

which push the story forward. 

Character relationships and explicit tension propel the plot of the story. 

Using sensory details and figurative language allow readers to better 

connect to the story and break down its meaning more effectively. 

Writers record a series of vignettes that focus on their personal features, 

homes, and important people in their lives. Writers practice playing with 

specific language to best convey their ideas to their readers. 

Authors engage readers by providing a  unique and appealing story. They 

use language and a plotline that allow the reader to relive the author’s 

special moment. 

Authors make intentional choices that are designed to produce a desired 

effect on the reader. 

Writing can be used to make meaning of one’s own experience.  

Writers use reflection as a think aloud. They are  able to analyze and 

evaluate their prior experiences. 
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The writing process is a helpful tool in constructing and demonstrating 

meaning of content through writing. 

Writers work through the process at different rates. Often, the process is 

enhanced by conferencing with others. 

Skills 

Engage in collaborative book talk 

Use active comprehension strategies to derive meaning while 

reading and to check for understanding after reading. 

Analyze and cite text to support inferences made. 

Read to improve fluency, expression, accuracy, and confidence. 

Develop a purpose for sharing an experience. 

Understand what to share in appropriate settings. 

Use specific writing techniques to best convey the richness of the 

experience. 

Strategies 

Stop and Jot 

Turn and Talk 

Using prompts to elaborate ideas 

Stop and Retell 

Brainstorming 

Expand thoughts to develop richer ideas, making use of sensory 

language, figurative language, detailed writing, inner voice and thoughts, 

sentence variety 

Learning Experiences 

Students will engage in book talk daily 

Students will keep track of their reading using a reading log 

Students will continuously reflect on their reading goals 

Students will choose “just right” books 

Students will keep a current reading notebook 

Students will cite textual evidence to support analysis 

Students will use a series of vignettes to create a realistic fiction story 
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Instructional Outcomes 

Series of vignettes 

Realistic fiction story 

Reading log 

Reading notes and reflections 

Assessment 

Unit 1 - ELA Model Curriculum (pre and post test) 

On Demand Narrative 

Conferences 

Differentiation 

Leveled reading 

Graphic organizers 

Sentence starters to support struggling readers in whole group discussions and stop and jots 

Skill groups with modifications through pair sharing 

Individualized pacing 

Modified tests/worksheets    

Break down procedural steps/directions for students 

Small group instruction for specific skills 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Freehold Borough School District 
English Language Arts – Grade 8     

       18 

 


